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Updated Bottle Bill:
Formal Title: An Act Updating the Bottle Bill.
Sponsors: Sen. Cynthia Creem, Rep. Jonathan Hecht
House Contact: House: Megan Wood, 617
617-722-2140, megan.wood@mahouse.gov
Senate Contact: Catherine Anderson, 617
617-722-1639,, catherine.anderson@masenate.gov
Refile of H.890/S.1650
The bottle bill is the state’s most successful and effective recycling program
program. The Bottle Bill
is not only good for the environment; it decreases litter, increases recycling, helps our cities and
towns improve their recycling rates and decreases the need for litter collection.
This bill would (a.) expand the bottle bill to include w
water,
ater, sports drinks, flavored teas, juices, and
other on the go beverages. (b.) reestablish the Clean Environment Fund, using forfeited deposits
to improve recycling and other environmental projects (c.) provide relief to redemption centers,
who have not had
ad a raise in 20 years. This bill would not cost the state any money.
In the previous session, this important bill passed in the Senate.
Since the Bottle Bill's inception in 1983, over 35 billion containers have been redeemed,
redeemed
contributing to a healthier environment, and cleaner and safer communities.
•

An amazing 80% of beverages that are covered by the bottle bill are
redeemed/recycled. But only 22% of non
non-deposit containers are recycled – the rest
become litter, clog our storm drains, or are thrown in th
the trash.

•

Decrease Landfill Use
Use:: The state is running out of landfill space. The 1.1 billion
containers that we send to landfills every year would fill Fenway Park to overflowing.

•

Strong Public Support
Support:: The public is very supportive of the bottle bill, seeing
seei the
positive effect that it’s had on the environment.

•

Creates Green Jobs:: Job gains have been shown in nearly every state that updates
their deposit system. Many of these jobs come in the recycling sector, which produces
important – and sustainable – raw materials to be used in manufacturing.

•

Updating our bottle bill will boost recycling
recycling,, save our communities the cost
associated with disposal and litter cleanup, estimated at $4
$4-7
7 million annually.

•

Saves petroleum:: These plastic bottles are made of 99% p
petroleum - what an
inappropriate waste to bury our valuable oil in landfills or burn it our or incinerators.

•

Endorsed by Over 200 Cities and Towns, and by over 100 advocacy groups
throughout the State. Enacting the update would save our cities and towns significant
sig
amounts, from lowering disposal costs, litter collection costs, and storm drain cleaning.

•

Saves Energy, Saves Oil
Oil:: Most of the containers under the update are made of PET
plastic, 99% of which is petroleum. Recycled PET is badly needed for textiles.

•

Keeps Current With Consumer Habits
Habits:: The original bottle bill was never meant to be
non-reactive
reactive to consumer trends. No
Now
w that 1/3 of our containers are not covered by the
29-year
year old law, we need to update it.

•

Supports the Redemption Centers
Centers:: The bill includes provisions to increase the
handling fee (not paid by the state). These small family
family-owned
owned businesses have not had
an increase in handling fees in 20 years. Many of them have been forced to close due to
increases in their costs.

